COMMON SENSE AND LABOUR
two men to do the work of one man and a machine.
There is a saving of a million men right off. Going
back beyond the harvester into the days of the hand
scythe and flail, probably the entire working popula-
tion of the country could not harvest the present
annual grain crop. And now looms up the little
farm tractor already cutting into the need for man
power and it is expected that soon it will be perfected
to a point where, at a moderate first cost, it will be
able to exert the power for almost any job around the
farm. And I am not taking into account the man-
saving power of the farmer's Ford which lets him do
in an hour or two what formerly took him. the entire
day. The modern farm buildings, with the shortage
of help, are beginning to be arranged to save foot-
steps and also to be equipped with simple labour-
saving devices. The agricultural machinery was
sold to the farmer with a deal of difficulty, and it is
only lately that he has understood that time might
also be saved by the more sequential arrangement of
processes as well as by machinery.
It is impossible to turn anywhere without finding la-
bour-saving devices; the shortage of help has brought
in the mechanical home laundry; the dish-washing
machine, and other electrical devices promise to